
11. The Bailey Bridge 

This post-war Bailey bridge was            

constructed for use by the quarrying      

industry and replaced a railway bridge. 

During gravel extraction, a giant electric 

conveyor belt was installed along the     

railway line and across the bridge. Its job 

was to carry the sand and gravel that had 

been extracted at Irthlingborough to the 

processing plant at Stanwick, where it was 

washed and sorted. 

 

8. Roman Road 

A Roman road connecting 

Lowick and Irchester passed 

through this section of the   

reserve and a large number of           

artefacts, dating back to the 1st 

and 2nd centuries, have been 

found in the area.  

9. Tannery Cottages  

Before mining and quarrying arrived at            

Irthlingborough, agriculture and leather working 

were the main industries. The lush meadows in 

which you are now standing would have been 

grazed by cattle, the hides of which would have 

been tanned (using a chemical called ‘tannin’ 

which is derived from oak trees) and used to 

make shoes and other leather goods.  

 

10. The Lock 

The work to make the River Nene navigable was 

hugely important to Northamptonshire’s           

industries, such as shoe making, as it opened up 

a trading route linking Northampton with          

Peterborough and The Wash. People could send 

their goods and wares further to be sold, and 

they could bring in coal, timber and other items 

that were not available locally.  

12. Irthlingborough Railway Station 

From this point you can see what remains 

of the Irthlingborough railway station which 

opened in 1845 and closed in 1966. If you 

look towards Stanwick, the station would 

have been on the 

left hand side, with 

the two brick pillars 

forming part of the          

pedestrian         

entrance.  
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For more information about the history and 
wildlife of Irthlingborough Lakes and  

Meadows, visit our website: 
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5. Ring Res 

The Ring Res, so called         

because of its shape, is the    

oldest of the lakes on site and 

was originally excavated to    

provide a water source for the 

nearby Iron Ore processing 

plant. It used to be a favourite 

haunt for local children who    

enjoyed swimming, diving and 

fishing in the water during the 

hot, summer months.   

 1. St Peter’s Church 

This distinctive lantern   

tower was erected 

around 1400, before the 

Nene   Valley was 

bridged or drained. Thick 

fog was  commonplace 

above the marsh and the 

story goes that local 

monks built matching  

lantern towers in          

Irthlingborough and 

Higham Ferrers to house 

beacons that would guide travellers safely across 

the boggy ground.  

2. The Greenway Bridge 

You are now standing on the East Northamptonshire 

Greenway, a cycle path that will eventually connect 

Wellingborough and Peterborough. The bridge was 

installed by the Wildlife Trust to improve the flow of 

water on and off of the 

site and to help prevent     

prolonged periods of 

flooding.  

 

3. The Crossroads 

You are now standing on what was once the    

Northampton to Peterborough railway line. The    

railway line opened in 1845 and provided a valuable 

service to people living in towns such as               

Irthlingborough. The railway was also vital for local 

industries such as ‘The Metropolitan Brick and Tile 

Company’ and leather works.  

4. The Lakes and Scrapes  

At the end of the last ice age, melting        

glaciers deposited millions of tonnes of sand 

and gravel along the Nene Valley. Sand and 

gravel extraction began at Irthlingborough in 

the 1970s. When gravel extraction finished in 

2002, the pits were allowed to flood, thus       

creating the series of lakes you can see     

today. 

6. The Reedbeds 

The path that you are now walking along sits atop 

an old oil pipeline which was constructed in 1956. 

The presence of this pipeline prevented the      

aggregate company from digging here during the 

gravel extraction, thus a path was left cutting 

across the lake.  

7. Iron Ore Mines 

During the construction 

of the railway line,         

ironstone was          

discovered in the Nene 

Valley. Samples of this 

were taken to the Great Exhibition in London 

and  mining began across Northamptonshire.  

The spot on which you’re standing was once the 

site of the giant smelting towers. Once the iron 

ore had been processed, it was loaded into 

wagons and transported to the Ebbw Vale in 

South Wales via the nearby railway. 

 


